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Background 
Eutrophication of the Baltic Sea has been the major threat for the marine environment for several decades. 
The last HELCOM assessments (HOLAS II and PLC-6) show that, despite of minor local improvements, the Sea 
remains in the eutrophic status and the major reason of this status – oversupply of nutrients from land-based 
sources – has still not been eliminated.  

The HELCOM Nutrient Reduction Scheme being an integral part of the Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP) sets 
regional limits for the nutrient loads to the marine environment as well as the specific national reduction 
targets for the input of nutrients. In spite of a significant progress achieved in the reduction of nutrient inputs 
mainly in the waste water management sector in coastal areas, the overall environmental targets established 
for the whole Baltic Sea have not been achieved. All countries have to work further to fully implement national 
reduction requirements.  

HELCOM countries have progressed substantially to operationalize the process to follow up the 
implementation of the Nutrient Reduction Scheme. All countries have set national monitoring programmes, 
based on the harmonized methodological approach with regular intercalibration of national laboratories to 
assure compatibility of the data across the region. PLC-water database, equipped with web-based reporting 
tools and semi-automated procedures for data quality control, is fully operational. All that has enabled regular 
assessments of nutrient input reduction, reflected by the HELCOM Core indicator on input of nutrients and the 
Policy message on progress towards national reduction targets.  

HELCOM Brussels Ministerial Meeting 2018 recognized the sustained high nutrient input into the Baltic Sea 
and committed, among other measures, to enhance cooperation with the relevant river basin authorities to 
better align national and international nutrient reduction requirements for the river basins and the marine 
environment. 

The Ministerial Declaration furthermore acknowledges that, due to improved data on nutrient inputs in the 
reference period, the Country Allocated Reduction Targets (CART) for nutrients are no longer always sufficient 
to achieve GES of the Baltic Sea with regard to eutrophication and, therefore, the follow-up of the nutrient 
reduction requirements of the BSAP should focus on national commitments based on Maximum Allowable 
Inputs (MAI) and that this should be taken into consideration when updating the BSAP. The Ministerial 
Declaration also emphasized the impacts of climate change together with multiple other stressors on the Baltic 
Sea marine environment. Finally, the Ministers launched the process of the BSAP update, stressing that the 
updated BSAP should include actions necessary to achieve the current HELCOM strategic goals including the 
goal “Baltic Sea unaffected by eutrophication”. 

The goal of the Workshop on land-based nutrient loads to the Baltic Sea is to evaluate how the HELCOM 
Nutrient Reduction Scheme has served its purpose so far, what are the latest scientific advancements and 
upcoming policy needs that are relevant to the nutrient reduction scheme, including its follow-up in 
accordance with the guidance provided by the Ministerial Declaration 2018. Particularly, the Workshop is 
tasked to evaluate scientific advancement of the assessment of nutrient loads since 2013; identify future 
policy needs the assessment is to cater for; layout adjustment of the scheme based on the Ministerial 
decision and potential methodological improvement of the follow-up based on the up-to-date scientific 
knowledge; discuss possible new policy tools to enhance nutrient reduction such as reduction targets for 
river basins. 

 

http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-action-plan/nutrient-reduction-scheme/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-action-plan/nutrient-reduction-scheme/progress-towards-maximum-allowable-inputs/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-action-plan/nutrient-reduction-scheme/progress-towards-country-wise-allocated-reduction-targets/key-message/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-action-plan/nutrient-reduction-scheme/progress-towards-country-wise-allocated-reduction-targets/key-message/
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/HELCOM%20at%20work/HELCOM%20Brussels%20Ministerial%20Declaration.pdf
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Provisional Programme of the Workshop on land-based nutrient loads to the Baltic Sea 
 

Day 1 – Monday, 12 November 2018 
The first day is focused on evaluation of scientific advancement of the assessment of nutrient loads since 
2013 and identification of future policy needs the assessment is to cater for. 

12:30 – 14:30 

Welcome words and setting the scene (including brief recap of the reduction scheme)  
(Bo Gustafsson, BNI, Sweden) 

1. Scientific CART assessment report – lessons learned, mainly based on the PLC-6 scientific report 
a. Data sets and normalization (Bo Gustafsson, BNI, Sweden) 
b. Statistical methods (Lars M. Svendsen or Sören Larsen, DCE, Denmark) 
c. Results and communication (Lars M. Svendsen, DCE, Denmark) 

 
Questions and answers related to the scientific report. 

Convener:  Gun Rudquist, Stockholm University, Sweden 

14.30 – 15.00 – Coffee break 

15.00 – 16.45 

2. Policy needs of HELCOM BSAP nutrient reduction scheme by 2021 and onward 
a. Government level 

Policy needs from a Finnish Perspective (Laura Saijonmaa, The Ministry of Environment of 
Finland).   
Policy needs from a German Perspective (Wera Leujak, German Environment Agency) 

b. Local level 
“Opportunities and Challenges of Engaging Local Actors in Nutrient Reduction Efforts”  
(Marc Klaus, Race for the Baltic, Sweden). 

c. NGO conservation 
Joint contribution by CCB and WWF (Anders Alm, WWF and Mikhail Durkin, CCB) 

d. NGO enterprise 
Possible intervention of FEAP, EurEau, BFFE.  

16.45 – 17.00 - Short break 

17.00 – 18.00  

Panel discussion on policy needs 
The main goal of the session is to initiate discussion between policy makers and scientists on utilization of 
the HELCOM nutrient reduction scheme and its follow-up products in policy making processes at different 
levels. 

Representatives of various stakeholders groups will describe how the HELCOM Nutrient Reduction Scheme 
and its follow-up products can cater their policy needs and what is lacking in the current version, including 
climate change related issues. 
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Day 2 – Tuesday, 13 Nov 2018 
The second day of the Workshop is focused on scientific potential to advance the nutrient reduction scheme 
in future and initial discussion on perspectives of setting nutrient reduction targets for individual river basins. 

Convener:  Dietmar Koch, UBA, Germany 

9.00– 10.15  
3. Scientific advancements since 2013. 

a. Eutrophication status of the Baltic Sea the environmental targets and indicators (Owen Rowe, 
HELCOM, Finland) 

b. Model developments and Climate change (Elin Almroth-Rosell, SMHI, Sweden) 
c. A new era of targeted agro-environmental regulation in Denmark (Brian Kronvang, BIOS, 

Aarhus University, Denmark) 

Questions and answers after each presentation. 

10.15 – 10.45 Coffee break 

10.45-12.00 

a. Improvements of the nutrient reduction scheme from the scientific perspective  
(Bo Gustafsson, BNI, Sweden) 

b. Future improvements of the assessment methodology nutrient – reduction scheme follow-up 
(Lars M. Svendsen, DCE, Denmark) 

Open discussion - future of the HELCOM Nutrient Reduction Scheme. What is the scientific potential to 
improve the HELCOM nutrient reduction scheme and its follow-up products. 

12.00 – 13.00 Lunch 

13.00 – 15.00 

Convener:  Lars Sonesten, SLU, Sweden (Chair of HELCOM Pressure WG). 

4. Potential to set reduction targets for river basins (RedCore DG and Secretariat) 

a. Brief introduction of the link between BSAP targets (CART) and input ceilings for individual 
rivers on PLC data (Bo Gustafsson, BNI) 

b. Coordination of transboundary measures 

o Controlling nutrient fluxes from land to sea: nutrient management in the Danube River Basin 
(International Commission for the Protection of the Danube River (ICPDR), Adam Kovacs). 

c. Compliance of the EU WFD and RF Water Code (SKIOVO) with BSAP targets - examples of local 
MAI calculations for river basins 

o Provisional approach to set reduction targets for rivers in the Russian part of the Baltic Sea 
catchment area (Natalia Oblomkova, Russia) 

o Harmonizing WFD nutrient reduction targets for rivers with BSAP requirements  
(Wera Leujak, German Environment Agency)  

o Will the WFD deliver the BSAP? (Philip Axe, Swedish Agency for Marine and Water 
Management) 

Plenary discussion on the possibility to set reduction targets for rivers – Conclusions. 
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